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THEATRE 
Illinois State University 
ILLINOIS STATE UNIVERSITY 
COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS 
DEPARTMENT OF THEATRE 
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Awake and Sing! 
by 
Clifford Odets 
Directed by 
JEAN SCHARFENBERG 
Spenic & Property Design by 
LYNDA J. KWALLEK 
Costume Design by 
DAN L. WILHELM 
Dramaturg 
ALVIN GOLDFARB 
Lighting Design by 
GARY G. OLSEN 
Technical Direction by 
JEFFREY ENTWISTLE 
Produced by special arrangement with Harold Freedman 
Brandt & Brandt Dramatic Department, Inc., 1501 Broadway, 
New York, N.Y. 10036. 
WESTHOFF THEATRE 
Sept. 29-Oct. 1, Oct. 4-8 
8:00 p.m. 
1 983-84 Season 
CAST 
Bessie Berger ............................... RENGIN ALTAY 
Myron, her husband .............. CRAIG CHERNOFF BERGER 
Ralph, her son ................................ DANIEL RIVKIN 
Hennie, her daughter ............ . ...... LISA MARIE SCHULTZ 
Jacob, her father .............................. PHILIP SHAW 
Morty, her brother . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . BRIAN BEACH 
Moe Axelrod .................... RICHARD DAVID MARSHALL 
Sam Feinschreiber ...................... RICHARD A. SCHROT 
Schlosser ............................... TOM DORFMEISTER 
Tootsie ................................ BABY DORFMEISTER 
SETTING 
The entire action takes place in the Berger family's apartment in the 
Bronx, New York City. 
SYNOPSIS OF SCENES 
ACTI 
Autumn of 1932, early evening. 
ACT II 
Scene 1: One year later, a Sunday afternoon. 
Scene 2: Later that night. 
ACT Ill 
A week later, evening. 
There will be two intermissions 
Awake and Sing! 
Clifford Odets' Awake and Sing! (1935), like many of the 
greatest plays in the annals of theatre history, is a family drama. The 
institution which Odets most carefully scrutinizes is the extended 
family. It may be a Jewish New York family of the 1930's but the 
universality of concerns and motives is clear. Like all homes, the 
Berger household is both a haven and a prison. Odets' dramatic 
genius is his ability to show us the duality inherent in all of the 
family's circumstances and individuals. Thus in the midst of tragic 
circumstances there is comedy. There are no heroes or villains, just 
family members struggling to survive in their own individual 
fashions and, in some cases, to awake and sing. The play is first and 
foremost about the Bergers; economics is important because of its 
impact on them. 
Nonetheless, even the seemingly dated economic issues still 
strike a responsive chord. Jacob's and Ralph's plans for social 
change in the midst of the Depression may be naive but are we not 
all romantics who side with Jake when he argues that "life should 
not be printed on dollar bills?" Jacob's call for economic equality is 
based on his desire that all humanity be an extended family; quite 
appropriately Odets named him after the Biblical patriarch. Jacob's 
Marxist philosophy may not have survived the test of time but his 
desire that the young strive for Paradise in this lifetime is a noble one 
with which we cannot help but empathize, particularly in a recession 
wracked state. 
As long as Awake and Sing! ignites in audience members 
the youthful romantic fervor to awake and sing, to strive for a better 
world for all persons, as it did through the 1935 Group Theatre 
production, Odets' play will be revived. 
-Alvin Goldfarb 
* * * 
Each generation has its path; each a vision of its own. 
Yet each is linked to all; their origin and goal are one. 
Our mothers and fathers kindled light: 
To lead us to the day of shining hope, 
with mercy our companion along the way. 
A life unmarred by hate and war; 
A time of steadfast love, our journey's endl 
Homage to the faithful who came before us. 
(From Gates of Repentance, Rosh Hashanah Morning Service) 
* * * 
Great things lie ahead ... 
worth living and worth dying for. 
-John Reed 
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For your information ... 
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CAMERAS AND RECORDING EQUIPMENT are strictly forbidden 
in the theatre. 
LATECOMERS will be seated in the balcony. 
TICKET EXCHANGES may be made only by Season Subscribers. 
Tickets must be returned to the Westhoff Box Office at least three 
days prior to the performance. 
SMOKING is allowed only in the lobby and outside the building. 
WHEELCHAIR PATRONS can arrange for special seating when 
tickets are purchased. 
FUND-RAISING PARTIES can be arranged with your organization. 
For information, call Don Lacasse at 438-7314. 
THE UNIVERSITY THEATRE REQUESTS that patrons refrain from 
leaving their seats. talking, or causing any unnecessary distur-
bances during this evening's presentation that might distract the 
performance. 
We thank you for your consideration. 
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